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Finally, a beginning . . . The time had finally come. The time I had been waiting for through all these

long months that I knew sooner or later had to occur. Now it was here.She had surprised me so

much by actually crying that for a moment I did nothing but look at her. Then I gathered her into my

arms, hugging her tightly. She clutched onto my shirt so that I could feel the dull pain of her fingers

digging into my skin. She cried and cried and cried. I held her and rocked the chair back and on its

rear legs, feeling my arms and chest get damp from the tears and her hot breath and the smallness

of the room.
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This is truly one of the most inspiring books I have ever read. Torey Hayden has truly raised the bar

in working with children and has, in pioneer fashion, blazed new trails and set new standards.Sheila,

a 6-year-old girl living in grinding poverty and raised by her single father faced some daunting odds

when she entered Torey Hayden's special needs class. Abandoned by her mother, beaten by her

father and facing a court ordered sentence to a hospital after a particularly violent episode, Sheila

was extremely aggressive and wary. Since she had no bathing facilities in the home she shared

with her father, Sheila was often dirty and underfed. It is a true testament to her courage and Torey

Hayden's belief and persistence that Sheila began confiding in her within 3 days of her classroom

placement. I like the way Torey Hayden started a grooming routine for Sheila, which positively

impacted her behavior and interactions with others.Sheila entered that classroom under very



inauspicious conditions. The court ordered that she at least be educated until the state hospital

opening was available. In that class, Sheila flourished and even made overtures to her classmates,

some of whom functioned well below age level.Luckily for all, Torey Hayden was able to to have the

court recind the commitment order. Sheila stayed in that class for the remainder of the year and

made quantum leaps and bounds. During an early testing session it was determined that Sheila had

an IQ of 182. This highly gifted little girl was able to express herself eloquently. Quick to assess

people and situations, Sheila had developed a survival mode early. In that class she used her

natural endowments to her advantage.
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